
DISTRICT FACILITIES UPDATE: 

 

   The Chariton Community School Dis-

trict Board of Directors has approved a 5 

year facilities improvement plan to ad-

dress our facilities needs and to work 

proactively on improvements.  Funding 

for facilities improvement projects 

comes from the one cent sales tax dol-

lars (SILO) and the Physical Plant and 

Equipment Levy (PPEL).   

   The District has completed several 

large projects over the course of the 

2014-2015 school year.  Those projects 

include: exterior door replacement and 

security upgrades to Columbus and Van 

Allen Elementary ($152,369), HVAC 

replacement and upgrades at Chariton 

Middle School ($740,000), and Johnson 

Auditorium roof replacement ($82,500).   

   The District has several projects lined 

up for the spring and summer of 2015.  

Karr Tuck Pointing has the bid for com-

pleting the tuck pointing at the high 

school.  They are scheduled to begin 

their project in May 2015 and will be 

tuck pointing the 56’ and 23’ buildings 

along with removing the old chimney.  

The total bid for that project is 

$132,107. 

   Also scheduled for May 2015 is to in-

stall metal siding on the south side of the 
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Charger Pride 
Superintendent’s Message by Paula Wright 

May is Iowa School Board Recognition Month 

Say “THANKS” to our local school board members for the time and effort they put in 
for our children and our community!   

Dave Rich, Craig Scott, Brian Davis, Dusty Cain, and Kellie Gookin — THANK YOU! 

charger dome above the activities en-

trance.  This has been determined to 

be necessary do to the leakage prob-

lems along that side of the building.  

The bid for this project is $98,000 

and will be completed in May. 

   The baseball field lights project is 

wrapping up within the next month.  

This projects has been funded primar-

ily by community fund-raising efforts 

and supported with a $50,000 contri-

bution from PPEL.  The District has 

managed the project and the first 

night game is scheduled for May 29, 

2015! 

   Several other projects are scheduled 

for this summer or are in the planning 

phase.  They include: egress window 

replacement at Columbus, water pipe 

replacement at both Van Allen and 

Columbus, a shed at the football field 

to house the water pit, exterior door 

replacement and security upgrades at 

Chariton Middle School, practice 

field irrigation system, lighting up-

grades for the track, refinishing the 

gym floor and stage floor, fence re-

placement at Reynolds Field. 

   We appreciate all of the community 

support for our projects!  We couldn’t 

do it without your support! 
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Volunteer school board members spend thou-

sands of hours each year analyzing budgets, 

monitoring student achievement data, adopting 

effective policies and making key decisions to 

ensure that each Iowa student receives an excel-

lent education. The Iowa Association of School 

Boards (IASB) invites communities to celebrate 

and thank their local school board members dur-

ing School Board Recognition Month in May 

2015. 

Iowa’s volunteer school board members are 

providing innovative leadership, through respon-

sibilities ranging from strong financial steward-

ship to ensuring high-quality curriculum, to 

make sure all students are able to grow and pros-

per through their education. 

May is Iowa School Board  

 

Recognition Month  Chariton CSD is offering summer school 

for grades K–3rd at Columbus Elemen-

tary. 

Lunch, Breakfast and Transportation 

Provided! 
 When:  June 1-25 & August 3-13 

             Monday – Thursday 

             8:30 AM – 11:30AM 

    Breakfast 8:00 – 8:30 

    Lunch 11:00 – 12:00 

 

Where: Columbus Elementary 

 

Why: Summer school is a wonderful way 

to retain knowledge through the summer, 

learn new skills and participate in a fun 

learning environment. 

 

The district will provide busing, both 

pickup and drop off, to Russell, Lucas and 

Williamson.  Students who sign-up will 

receive information on pickup and drop-

off locations.  The district will also be 

providing breakfast starting at 8:00 

AM and lunch starting at 11:00 (for the 

students).  

 

K-3 Summer School 

End the year with a positive lunch account balance...all negative accounts must be settled before the last day of school! 

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 4-8, 

2015.  The Chariton Community School 

District is very fortunate to employ an ex-

cellent teaching staff.  Our staff is dedi-

cated to helping students grow and devel-

op into productive life-long learners.  

Take a moment to thank a teacher for 

making a difference in your life or the life 

of your child/ren. 

Teacher Appreciation Week! 
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CCEA SCHOLARSHIP 

The Chariton Community Education Associa-

tion (CCEA) is offering a $500 scholarship for 

a college junior or senior who is majoring in 

education and is a graduate of Chariton High 

School.  The fundraiser for this scholarship was 

held last fall when dessert plates were sold fol-

lowing the high school musical. This will be the 

seventeenth year for the scholarship.  The appli-

cation deadline is May 20, 2015.  Information 

and application forms may be obtained at the 

Chariton High School Office or the school’s 

website.  For more information contact Sue Rea 

at 774-5066. 

Senior Schedule 

May 6, 2015—@ 7:00 pm Baccalaureate at 

Cornerstone Church   

May 12, 2015—Last day for seniors 

May 13 & 14— Senior Semester Tests 

May 13, 2015- Senior Reception @ 6:00 pm 

in the HS cafeteria, Senior Awards 

Slideshow@ 7:00 pm in J.F. Auditorium 

May 15—Semester Test Make Up in AM 

May 15, 2015- Graduation practice @ 2:00 

pm 

May 17, 2015—Graduation @ 3:00 pm 

High School News….   

High School Art—Student Art Show 

Slykhuis Twilight Tearoom 

Historic Williamson School 

Williamson, Iowa 

May 2, 2015 —1:00-4:00 

Awards presented at 1:30 pm 

   Art Show 
 

End of Semester Art Show  

 

May 19, 2015 

8:00-4:00 pm  

In the Art Room and  

Gallery 
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High School Band News 

The final concert of 2014-15 school year will be held 

on May 4th at J. F. Auditorium. 

The State Solo and Small Ensemble Contest took 

place on March 28th at Clarke High School with 

twenty-one music students participating.  Results are 

as follows:   

Jayme Pierschbacher, Morgan Cochran, Gizzy 

Keeler, and the CHS Clarinet Quartet received Divi-

sion 1 ratings.   

Kasey Lahart, Lille Murphy, and the CHS Wood-

wind Choir received Division II ratings.   

All participants played incredibly well and represent-

ed our school in a positive and professional manner!  



Congratulations on your successful completion of 13 years of formal education.  The different pathways and journeys 

each of you have taken to reach this milestone will lead to new opportunities in the road that lies ahead.  We hope along 

the way you have learned to be a “life-long learner” and are prepared to adapt with the twists and turns of the ever 

changing world we live in.  Wherever the road takes you from here, we hope it leads you to a successful and prosperous 

future.  The following list of seniors, if they complete all requirements, will graduate as the class of 2015. 

Alexander, Ayrin Jessica 

Andersen, Olivia Raeann 

Atwell, Brooklin Kay 

Atwell, Sawyer Alan 

Bach, Dakota Lee 

Baird, Austin Jay 

Ballard, Abigail Raine 

Batty, Ashley Lynn 

Bauer, Tia Marie 

Bengtson, Ellie Marie 

Black, Lindsay Sue 

Blidchenko, Julianna A. 

Brackett, Colby Marquis 

Burns, Inajane Chesirae-Belle 

Carter, Autumn Rose 

Carver, Kelsey Jean 

Chance, Shantie Anne 

Cohen, Jacob Andrew 

Covington, Julia Starr 

Currie, Brittany Marie 

Davis, Logan Michael 

Decker, Triston Rene 

Demichelis, Macy Ann 

Derringer, Drew Stephen 

Dobryden, Vitaliy Oleksandrovich 

Dow, Sawyer Daniel 

Downen, Elysa Chantelle 

Dunsmoor, Olivia Rose 

Dyer, Aaron Arthur Moose 

Farrell, Shane Nicholas 

Fincher, Tyler Eugene 

Franchuk, Timofey Petrovich 

Giesken, Victoria Renae 

Gookin, Joseph Roger 

Gorden, Brenden Michael 

Gress, Alexa Rae 

Hamilton, Austin Jay 

Hamilton, Justine Mae 

Harberts, Devin John 

Havick, Evan Zachary 

Herr, Katelynne Grace 

Ilyenko, Daniel Michael 

Jensen, Halle Brea 

Johnson, Leslie Shane 

Johnston, Logan James 

Jones, Jacob Raymond Earl 

Keith, Mikayla Jade 

Kiryukhin, Nadezda Pavelovna 

Koehn, Aspen Nicole 

Konsitzke, Hunter William 

Kopytko, David Sergayavich 

Krongart, Nadezhda Nikolayevna 

Krutsinger, Mackenzie Jo 

Lahart, Kasey Elizabeth 

Lee, Paige Colby 

Long, Paul Maurice William 

Maier, Michael Christopher 

Mark, Allison Mae 

Masters, Megan Danielle Charlen 

McCollum, KC Scott 

McNeeley, Sydney Marie 

Mickles, Travis William 

Miller, Tristen Gregory 

Monroe, Theresa Johanne 

Moore, Cody Wayne 

Morris, Bayley Sue 

Nichol, Cody Calvin 

Offenburger, Madison Lynn 

Palmer, Charles Edward 

Panasyuk, Liliya 

Pierschbacher, Jayme Kaye 

Plank, Matthias Lorenzo 

Reus, Samson Pavelovich 

Rich, Brayden Rayce 

Richards, Delaney Dawn 

Rodygin, Eduard Andrewovich 

Roush, Matthew Robert 

Ruff, Trevor Keith 

Russo-Benson, Taylor Nichole 

Sandy, Taylor Elizabeth 

Savage, Sheena Marie 

Seuferer, Emily Lynn 

Showers, Madison Nicole 

Simms, Victoria Lynne 

Slobodyanik, Veronika Mariya 

Smith, Cody Burdette 

Sorenson, Thor 

Spinler, Andrew Ellis 

Stevenson, Dakota John 

Stigleman, Sheyenne Brianna 

Storm, Quintin Ryan 

Strife, Kalie Lynn 

Sullenger, Benjamin Thomas 

Thorne, Kaleb Ray 

Trusty, William Keith 

Tuley, Taylor Brooke 

Vahnenko, Sarah Victor 

Vande Lune,  Nicole Lyn 

Villines, Matthew Benjamin Dale 

Welch, Mackenzie Jo 

Williams, Karlee Racquel 

Wright, Christopher Michael Lewis 

Zern, Hillary Joellen Coffey 

Zinchenko, Victoria Yuri 

 

THE 2015 CLASS OF CHARITON HIGH SCHOOL 



Middle School News 

EVENTS CALENDAR: 

May 4th:  Girls Lil Charger Relays @ 4:30  

May 5th:  Boys Track @ Pella (4:30) 

May 8th:  B/G SCC Track @ Knoxville (4:00) 

May 15th:  End of 4th Quarter 

May 18th—Vocal Music Concert @ 7:00 pm, J.F. Au-

ditorium  

Math Learning Teams 

We now have extra manipulatives for students. 

 Counting chips for positive and negative numbers as 

well as 3D net shapes for volume and surface area 

were ordered.  We will split them between Mr. Berg 

and Ms. Manson’s room. 

We had an IXL training via webinar with Kelly and 

talked with Jack (Iowa company representatives). 

 The progress monitoring tools can be broken down 

using real time based on the common core.   This 

seems to fit our current curriculum very well and is 

organized by the common core.  The student record 

card monitors progress based on standards and it 

can be used to show data relevant to IEP meetings or 

further documentation of common core standards.  

We will have the pilot program through the end of 

the year.  We are looking forward to trying this the 

rest of this year.  This gives the math department 

one more way to monitor students and assist with 

MTSS. 

Thinking about our SMART goal, we are going to use 

our Iowa Assessments, MAPS, and end of the year 

course tests to show student growth.  MAPS for 

math are April 20 and 21.  We are tentatively plan-

ning on taking the end of the year course tests May 

11 and 12.  We will check and analyze tests May 13 

during team time.  We already have Iowa Assess-

ment results; students showed improvement from 

last year. 

We viewed projects turned in for 21st century skills 

class; there were some very good projects.  Many 

were very detail oriented and well organized.  Ms. 

Gamble shared an Introductory Office 2010 book for 

next year’s 21st century class.  Ms. Gamble also 

shared interactive math sites with our team in order 

to assist students. 
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Please make sure your lunch account 

balance is paid in full before the end of 

the school year.  School personnel will 

be calling to collect money for all nega-

tive accounts.  All account balances 

must be paid. 

   High School & Middle School  

Sports Physicals  

CHS and CMS, along with the Lucas County 

Health Center, will be offering $10.00 physicals in 

May.  Local physicians and/or physician assistants 

will be present to complete the physical.   If you 

get your physical at this time, you will be covered 

for all activities for the 2015-16 school year 

through June.  This is a great opportunity.  Even if 

your current physical in not outdated, or you aren’t 

sure you will be participating in an activity, it 

would still be in your best interest to get another 

physical now.  High School students must turn in a 

completed physical form and payment of $10.00 to 

the physician/assistant at the time of the physical.  

Middle School students turn the form and payment 

into the Middle School Office.    

Pick up a physical form in the office and complete 

prior to the physicals.  Make sure all information is 

entered.  There is a section for parents to fill out 

and sign. 

Checks can be made out to LCHC Medical Clinic. 

High School Physicals:  Tuesday, May 12th, 8:30-

11:00 am 

Middle School Physicals:  Thursday, May 14th, 

8:30-11:00 am 



One of the goals of the CMS science team this year 

has been to engage students in higher-order think-

ing skills through the integration of 2.0 Tools.  

Having Mr. Folkerts on the science team has been 

advantageous since he’s able to share his wide 

knowledge of 2.0 Tools with Mrs. Bedford and 

Mrs. Smead.  We’ve found out that ”you can teach 

an old dog new tricks!”   

Google Classroom is a website the science team, as 

well as most of the middle school staff, has been 

using. This website enables teachers to post assign-

ments for the students.  Classroom gives us the 

ability to upload or link assignments to other tools, 

such as websites, word documents, or videos.  An-

other website we’re using is called Socrative.  This 

website has been a valuable tool for writing forma-

tive assessments and exit questions.  Teachers use 

formative assessments and exit questions to evalu-

ate the students’ understanding of concepts, reflect 

on the effectiveness of their instruction, and plan 

future lessons. 

Science Learning Team Band News 

The Middle School band students have been 
and continue to be very busy this semester.  In 
January, Ben Lahart, Luke Lahart, Emily Shel-
ton, and Aaron Sullenger, traveled to Simpson 
College in Indianola to participate in the Or-
pheus Middle School Honor Band. 

The South Central Conference held the very 
first Middle School Honor Band in Albia in 
March.  The following students were selected 
to participate:  Abigail Adams, Destiny Madi-
son, Emily Shelton, Christy Petty, Sawyer 
Cline, Lance Wallace, Austin Metzger, Aaron 
Sullenger, Luke Lahart, Billy Rouw, Benjamin 
Lahart, Brandon Vivone, and Kyle Goben.  
The director for the day was Bernie Allgood. 

The Voxman Elementary Honor Band was 
held in April at the Simon Estes Auditorium 
in Centerville.  The following 6th grade band 
members were selected to participate in the 
2nd Year Honor Band (see picture):  Megan 
Aulwes, Dalton Connery, Alyssa Giesken, Ty-
ler Goben, Bailey Shelton, Haylee Sonius, and 
Ester Sundquist.  The conductor was Suzanne 
Lary. 

The 5-8 Chariton Band Concert was April 
28th. 

The CMS Solo/Ensemble Festival will be May 
7th @ CMS at 4:30—8:30 pm.  We invite every-
one to attend and listen to some beautiful mu-
sic!  Hope to see you at the festival. 
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As we move closer to the end of the school 

year, make an extra effort to encourage your 

children to finish strong.  The last month of the 

school year is as important as the first! 

 

REMINDER! 
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Dates:   June 1 - June 30, 2015 

 

Time:  Breakfast 8:00 am – 8:30 am 

Lunch 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 

 

Location:  Columbus Elementary &  

  Van Allen Elementary 

 

Contact:  Becca Bittner, 774-5048 
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It is the policy of the Chariton Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, gender, disability, sexual orientation, religion, creed, age or marital status in its 

educational programs or employment practices.  If  you have questions or grievances related to this policy 

please contact the Equity Coordinator, 140 East Albia Road, PO Box  738, Chariton, Iowa 50049. 

140 East Albia Road 

PO Box 738 

Chariton, IA 50049 

Microsoft 

District Mission Statement 

Successful Learning for ALL Students 

2015-16 School Year—REGISTRATION! 

July 30, 2015 

Chariton High School Cafeteria 

Mark your calendars! 

Each week for the past four years the students at Columbus and Van Allen that qualify 
for the Backpack Program receive a sack of kid friendly foods for the weekend.  The food 
consists of items such as cereal, soup or a pasta meal, fruit juice boxes, fruit cups, raisins, 
applesauce, crackers, fruit snacks/roll-ups, granola bars, pudding cups, shelf-stable milk, 
peanut butter, etc.  The food is delivered by Hy-Vee to the Hy-Vee warehouse from the 
Food Bank where it is packed by Rotarians and high school Splash students.  The food is 
stored at the warehouse & delivered by Rotarians to the schools.  The program is spon-
sored by ROTARY through grants and donations received.  

Backpack Buddies Program!   
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